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PARIS FOR NASA REP MURPHY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AODE, ETRN, GW 

SUBJECT:MODE - PROPOSED TRANSFER OF NASA POSITION 
REF: STATE 278298 (NOTAL) 

1. THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 
(NASA) HAS REQUESTED AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER AMERICAN 
POSITION NO. NAS 16, GS-801-15 FROM THE HAGUE TO PORZ/ 

WAHN NEAR COLOGNE, FRG. ACTION WOULD MOVE MR. MELVIN 
BROOKS AND THE ASSOCIATED MODE POSITION FROM THE NASA 
LIAISON OFFICE AT THE EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY (ESA) FACILITY 
NEAR THE HAGUE TO A NEW POSITION OF SPACE TRANSPORTATION 
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SYSTEM (STS) OPERATIONS ADVISOR TO ESA'S OFFICE OF SPACE 
LAB PAYLOADS INTEGRATION AND COORDINATION IN EUROPE 
(SPICE) AT PORZAVAHN. STS IS NASA'S SPACE SHUTTLE 
PROGRAM. 

2. PURPOSE OF PROPOSED TRANSFER IS TO PROVIDE SUPPORT TO 
ESA WHICH NASA IS REQUIRED TO FURNISH UNDER THE 1973 
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COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT FOR DEVELOPING THE SPACELAB. NASA 
ANTICIPATES THAT BROOKS WILL PARTICIPATE IN KEY PLANNING 
AND MANAGEMENT MEETINGS AND REVIEWS WITH ESA STAEF AND 
PRIME PAYLOAD CONTRACTORS AND CO-CONTRACTORS. HE WILL 
ALSO PROVIDE ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE ON EUROPEAN PAYLOADS 

DURING THE STS OPERATIONAL PHASE WHICH INCLUDES GROUND, 
MISSION, CREW, PRE-ELIGHT, ELIGHT AND POST-ELIGHT OPER- 
ATIONS ACTIVITIES EOR PAYLOADS. THE POSITION IS EXPECTED 
TO BE REQUIRED THROUGH DELIVERY OE EUROPEAN-BUILT PAYLOADS 
(E.G., EXPERIMENT PACKAGES) FOR THE SPACE LAB, I.E., EOR 
ABOUT TWO YEARS. 

3. NASA WOULD LIKE TO MAKE THIS TRANSEER EEFECTIVE MAY I, 

1978. ESA HAS AGREED TO PAY MOVING, LOCAL TRAVEL AND 
OTHER NORMAL EXPENSES (INCLUDING HOUSING) ABOVE BROOKS' 
BASE SALARY. NASA SENIOR ADVISORS WHO HAVE SERVED AT THE 
HAGUE AND CONTINUE TO SERVE IN PARIS ARE ACCORDED EULL 
AVAILABLE EMBASSY PRIVILEGES AND TAX EXEMPT STATUS. NASA 
WOULD LIKE TO ENSURE SUCH PRIVILEGES AND TAX EXEMPT STATUS 
EOR BROOKS FOR REASONS OE POSITION, AUTHORITY AND HOST 
GOVERNMENT REGARD, AS WELL AS EOR EINANCIAL REASONS. 

4. REQUEST EMBASSY COMMENTS BY MAY I TO ENABLE DEPART- 
MENT TO RESPOND TO NASA BY PROPOSED TRANSEER DATE. IF 
COM BONN CONCURS, CONSIDER REQUEST APPROVED. CHANGE WILL 
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BRING NASA MODE LEVEL IN GERMANY TO ELEVEN U.S., ONE EN; 
LEAVE LEVEL IN THE NETHERLANDS AT THREE U.S. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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